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• Mary was the daughter George Roddenberry 

and Jeremiah was the son of  William 

Underhill— both of  their fathers’ were 

Revolutionary War soldiers. 

• Mary was age 14 and Jeremiah was 24 when 

they married in 1821. They had 11 children. 

• Joseph Underhill was born in 1828 in 

Blackshear, Georgia to Mary & Jeremiah 

Underhill.  

• Joseph married Lucretia Byrd in 1849 and 

their only son Thomas was born in 1850.  

• In 1850 Joseph and his young family were 

shown on the census as living in Columbia 

County, (the Lake City area) Florida. Joseph 

was 22, Cresey (Lucretia) was 18, also listed 

with them was an infant (no name given) and 

a 12 year old named Thomas Byra. This photo appeared in the DeLand Sun News in 1967 



• Joseph and Lucretia had only one child; but they reared several children.  

• The 1870 census lists, Isham Hall, John Hall and Henry Hall as members of  the 

household. Then in 1880 the census indicates that  Joseph & Lucretia have adopted 

Virginia V. Thigpen, and Isham Hall, also listed to their household; Martha Dryden, 

niece and Joseph Curry, nephew.  

• In the 1885 Florida State Census orphans Chas Marian age 12 and an O Marian age 9 

are listed with them.  

• Other accounts in the book, Volusia: The West Side state that Arabella Cone was also 

raised by the Underhill couple.  

• In a newspaper article of  the West Volusia Journal dated Feb, 13, 1948,  J. G. Cade writes, 

 “Uncle Joe was a good farmer and a very large stock raiser, had the woods full of  Florida 

Longhorns and Florida Razorbacks. He also had one thing else that none of  the old timers had and 

that was a nice flock of  sheep. He seemed to manage everything well and got along well and made 

money and was a very fine old gentleman and had a fine old lady as a wife Aunt Creasy, these were 

very fine citizens and had the respect of  all who knew them.” 



• The book Hopes, Dreams and 

Promises published in 1976, 

reports on a Homestead Entry 

Claim which states;  

“Near the east-side of  Lake Winona, 

Joseph Underhill, subsequently a county 

commissioner, settled on a 160 acre farm 

in 1868. Unlike his neighbors, though, 

Underhill spent his first months erecting 

a church and then cleared 5 acres. 

Within 2 years he had cleared an 

additional 15 acres and was cultivating a 

variety of  farm products.”  

• Joseph Underhill purchased land and also received land as “bounty land grants” for service in the 

Seminole wars. Part of  these properties included Tick Island, now located within the Lake Woodruff  

National Wildlife Refuge between Lake Woodruff  and Lake Dexter.  

 



• Joseph Underhill managed 

many acres of  farm land and 

citrus groves on Tick Island 

and around the Barberville 

area.  

• Joseph’s occupation was 

listed in all census reports as 

a farmer until the 1885 

Florida State census where it 

states him as a merchandiser. 

 



Reports like these from Tick Island to Joseph Underhill in November of  1884 

indicate that the orange groves on the island were producing well and they were 

shipping oranges out to Philadelphia, Boston, Atlanta and Cincinnati.  



• Robert D. Smith, a member of  both the Florida and West Volusia 

Historical Societies published the newspaper article History is Alive. 

• Joseph Underhill was serving as a Volusia County Deputy Sheriff  in 

1882 when the Volusia Sheriff, William Aaron Cone was arrested.  

• Sheriff  Cone’s arrest was based on a warrant charging him of  a murder 

in Georgia, eleven years prior.  

• Putnam County Sheriff  Thomas Shelly delivered Cone to Deputy 

Sheriff  Joseph Underhill and Cone was placed in his own jail at 

Enterprise.  

• The warrant stated that Cone was to be turned over to one James B. 

Brown for extradition to Georgia. But instead B. A. Zittrauer showed 

up for him. Joseph Underhill refused to release Cone to Zittrauer as his 

name did not appear on the warrant.  

• It turns out that Zittrauer’s expenses had been paid by personal enemies of  Cone, named 

James A. Chesser and S. R. Hobbs who wanted to remove Cone from office.  

• William Cone was released four days later on June 2, 1882 and continued to serve as 

Sheriff  until 1884.  



• Joseph passed away on Christmas Eve of  1886, at the 

age of  58. He is buried at the Purdom Cemetery just 

north of  Barberville. 

• His widow Lucretia remarried Joseph Lichtenstein 

according to the Volusia County Record of 1895.  

• County tax records from 1900-1907 contain evidence 

of  a church that once existed immediately to the west 

of  County Road 3 on the Underhill property. The tax 

rolls show an exception of  a church lot that was still 

owned by Lucretia (Underhill) Lichtenstein during 

these years.  

• May 12, 1908 Lucretia recorded her last will and 

testament bequeathing all her belongings to her 

grandson William R. Underhill and her great 

grandson Thomas Joseph Underhill.  

• Five months later “Cresey” passed away on October 

14. Her headstone at the Purdom Cemetery in 

Pierson just off  of  Route 17, reads Lucrecy 

Underhill, 73 years old.  

 

Figure 6. Map of  the NW ¼ of  Section 20, 

showing the properties owned by Lucretia 

(Underhill) Lichtenstein and Sarah Underhill 

in 1889.  
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• Thomas Underhill the son of  Joseph and Lucretia, 

married Sarah Clifton on November 4, 1869, when he 

was 20 years old. They had six children together.  

• The History of  The First Baptist Church of  Barberville 

notes that Thomas Underhill was one of  the leaders of  

the church. He served as Church Clerk in 1881, and was 

a Deacon.  

• Local historian John Turner recollects from his father’s 

memory that Thomas had a saw mill and he cut the 

lumber for the building of  the First Baptist Church of  

Barberville. 

• In 1885, Thomas and Henry A. DeLand each donated a 

strip of  land for the building of  the Barberville Train 

Depot. 

• According to John Turner in 1892 Thomas was elected 

to the Florida State Legislature with 753 votes.  

• Thomas died a few months later in a tragic accident on 

March 17, 189, at the age of  44. He and Sarah had been 

married 23 years. 

Sarah Clifton Underhill  

1843- 1904 



 

 

When the news of  the sudden and tragic death of  Hon. Thomas 

Underhill was received throughout the county last Sat. morning 

universal sorrow and regret were expressed by the people over the 

loss of  a prominent and valuable citizen.  

When Tom was at DeLand two days preceding his 

death meeting and grasping the hands of  his many 

admirers here little did he or we think that he would so soon pass 

from us. We never saw a happier man than he when he left the 

Record office Wed. of  last week.  

Accompanied by his wife and a daughter he visited 

his Tick Island grove last Friday, about 10 miles distant from 

his home at Barberville. On his return in the afternoon, they crossed 

the lake that separates the island farm the mainland in his boat, 

while making the landing the sad accident occurred. In drawing 

the rope from the boat it drew the hammer of  his rifle 

down, the ball penetrating his right thigh and up into 

his right side. Medical attendance could not reach him, and his 

wife and daughter could only comfort him in his last hours. They 

were some six or eight miles from a physician, and could one have 

been had in time his life could have been saved, as he practically bled 

to death, living about three hours after the accident, and' conscious 

up to the last moment, not unmindful, however, that the end was 

near, and so informed Mrs. Underhill and his daughter.  

Mr. Underhill was a Mason in high standing, and the 

members of  the lodge at DeLand drove over on 

Sunday morning to assist at his funeral.  

The Masons at the north end of  the county with Masons spending 

the winter in that section were also present and under their auspices 

the last sad rites were paid one that was an ornament to the order, 

the remains being interred in the family burying ground at 

Barberville.  

Few men possessed nobler traits of  character than 

Thomas Underhill and the influential position that he 

had attained in the order, in society and in politics 

were supported by noble impulses, a kind and 

generous disposition, and those elements that make 

life grand and beautiful.  

He was born in Blackshear, Ga., in 1849, but had spent most of  

his life among a people that he had learned to love and share in their 

prosperity and happiness.  

He was a self-made man, a member of  the Baptist 

Church, and had accumulated an estate worth today 

probably $50,000, mostly in groves and cattle. He leaves 

a wife, daughter of  the late Judge Ezekiel Clifton, and seven 

children, six whom are living.  

Thomas’s obituary as it appeared in the Volusia County 

Record, Sat. 25 March 1893, p. 3, col. 5: 



• According to Mr. John Turner in 

an interview for an oral history 

project by the West Volusia 

Historical Society, the property 

where the Underhill house stands 

was owned in 1855 by Andrew J. 

"Grandpa" Baker and his wife, 

Martha Jane Baker, who moved 

here with their eight sons from 

South Carolina. He set out the 

area's first orange grove.  

• The property later sold to William Turner, who had moved to Volusia County in 1858 with his wife, 

Mary Ann Ivey. When Turner moved to Putnam County in about 1867, he sold the 119 acres with 

the road that crossed the Deep Creek to Joseph Underhill. 

• The first brick home in Volusia county was built on that parcel in 1879 for the Underhill’s. The 

bricks were manufactured from clay found nearby at the Deep Creek. The Hall brothers helped to 

dig the clay from about two miles from where the house now stands. The clay was shaped into 

bricks and fired very near the house site.  

January 1950 Photo from the Morning Journal,  Daytona Beach  



• Samuel E. Lemmon and his wife Elizabeth, (Eliza Minshew) 

acquired the property sometime in the early 1900’s.  In J. G. Cade’s 

article in 1948 he referred to the house that “Uncle Joe” built 

from brick. At that time the house was 69 years old and known as 

the Ed Lemmon place. The article states, “One of  the best places 

in this neck of  the woods. Mrs. Lemmon’s home at this time… 

and in splendid condition after all these many years, and it will 

continue to do service for many more long years.”  

• On January 25, 1950 the front page of  the Daytona Morning 

News Journal featured this photo of  Mrs. Eliza Lemmon nearly at 

the age of  80. The story written by Gordon Kipp described Eliza’s 

life as a young woman pioneer, the creation of  the Barberville 

community, and their hopes for the proposed cutoff  road to 

Daytona Beach.  

• Mrs. Lemmon gives credit in that article to a German workman 

named Frank who dug the clay and made the bricks and built the 

house.  

January 1950 Photo from the 

Morning Journal,  Daytona Beach  



• Samuel and Eliza’s daughter Odetta 

Lemon Coleman who lived in the 

house until the early 1980’s recollects 

in a 1967 newspaper article, The 

DeLand Sun News, her mother’s story 

that a man named Frank Burmiester  

of  Emporia did all the carpentry   

work on the house. 

• Odetta Lemon married William J. 

Coleman on the front porch of  the 

Underhill House on June 1, 1920.   

January 1967 Photo from the DeLand Sun News 

• Otto Allen’s story entitled Barberville Born before DeLand covers much about the Barberville community’s 

history and features a photo of  Mrs. Odetta Lemmon Coleman in front of  the Underhill house.  

• The caption states that she was married in 1920 at the double door entrance of  her childhood home.  

• Subsequent owners of  the property have been Carl and Tina Lightfoot , Lt. Colonel Al Montgomery and 

Jimmie and Pat Sylvester. 



• The Barberville Pioneer Settlement made the most 

expensive acquisition in the nonprofit's history when 

they purchased the 5 acre property and house in June 

of  2005 from Patricia Sylvester for $185,000.  

• After having been placed on a list of  endangered 

historic properties the Underhill House became 

eligible for an ECHO grant and the Settlement 

received a reimbursement for one-half  of  the 

purchase price.  

• The Volusia ECHO program is a result from a citizen 

approved referendum passed in 2000. It provides 

grant funds to finance acquisition, restoration, 

construction or improvement of  facilities to be used 

for environmental, cultural, historical and outdoor 

recreational purposes. 

• In 2007 the Settlement applied for and was ranked 5th to receive a Florida State Special Category Grant 

for $229,000.00 for the restoration of  the Underhill House. Unfortunately due to the poor financial 

situation of  the economy state grants for that year were cut from the budget and never funded. 

 



From 2007 – 2010 the house sat 

vacant. Until a small group of  

volunteers proposed to work 

periodically on weekends removing 

secondary walls, drop ceilings, 

cabinetry and cleaning up the interior 

of  the house. Working to raise 

money and interest in order to get 

the house back to its most original 

state. 





During their work it was discovered that during a 

previous renovation to accommodate an indoor stairway 

a major support beam in the ceiling had been severed.  

 



The overhead brick wall was supported only by a pair of  

2 x 4’s that had been nailed together. The volunteers 

installed a more secure support structure however it was 

evident that it would require a professional to replace the 

beam in order to make the structure safe. 

 



• The first step needed for the ECHO grant was to 

have the house designated as a Historic Property by 

Volusia County.  

• The designation was made in May of  2014  

• The ECHO critical stabilization grant request was 

applied for and approved by Volusia County Council 

in July of  2014.  

• It took about 16 months from submitting the grant to 

having the work actually begin.  

• Once the architectural plans were completed by Jerry 

Mills of  BHM Architects the challenge was to find a 

construction company willing and able to take on the 

project as well as meet the required specifications of  

the grant. 

 

 



• The replacement beam was donated to the Settlement in February 2015 by Jeff  Grezelak of  

Orlando. Jeff  delivered the beam and with the help of  a few volunteers they unloaded it onto 

the porch to dry until the time came for it to be installed. 

 

 



• The crew from A. G. Pifer Construction 

Company began work at the end of  November 

and have been working diligently on the Joseph 

Underhill House ever since.  

• Among the unique items discovered were a pair 

of  car jacks that were under the house helping to 

support the foundation.  

• Several of  

the piers that 

had gaps 

from settling 

over time had 

been plugged 

up with 

whatever 

could be 

found that 

would fit.  

 



• The central addition was removed 

and the beam was replaced in the 

very first week of  construction. 

About a three foot section of  the 

bricks from the second floor wall fell 

out during the delicate process of  

replacing the beam. The remaining 

bricks were then removed by hand 

and have since been replaced. 

• What was left of  the beam that was 

removed was temporarily 

repurposed. 

 



• All six of  the 20 foot front porch support columns 

were replaced. The columns were delivered and then 

hand-mortised on site by Dan Cardin, construction 

foreman. 

 



The rear porch supports were 

replaced. The porch floor had to be 

raised-up about 5 inches on one 

side to be level.  New floor boards 

and steps were installed. 

 



• The 1930’s addition which had 

connected the house to the 

original summer kitchen and 

enclosed the original well 

underwent selective demolition.  

• The structure directly behind 

the house is believed to be the 

outside kitchen and has been 

boarded up. Restoration efforts 

for it will be part of  a future 

phase. 

• There is evidence on the siding 

of  the east side wall of  a 

covered walkway to the outside 

kitchen. The original well also 

remains adjacent to the outside 

kitchen.  



• Rather than go through the expense of  removing the cement front porch we opted to mask it 

with wood and lattice to resemble the original wooden porch.  



• Bricks are also being 

replaced on the second 

floor where the indoor 

stairway opened up.  

The cement blocks you 

see in the photos are 

being used to fill the 

interior  portion of  the 

wall since the amount  

of  exact matching  

bricks are limited. 

•  Some bricks were 

donated by Mark  

Shuttleworth of  Florida 

Victorian and our friend 

Bill Crippen.  

• A doorway that had been cut out from one of  the first floor rooms 

to access the rear is being bricked back in.  



• The stairs to the second floor are once again  located on the back porch.           

Yes they are steep!  



• The small one room addition on the north side of  the house is believed to have been the 

original bathroom and added some time after the original house was built in the early 

1900’s. Most likely once indoor plumbing became available.  

 

 



One interesting observation about the house that makes it quite unique is that the windows 

on the south wall are not level with one another. The window on the right is one brick level 

higher. The same is true for two of  the windows on the back porch 



• It is believed that both the back and front entrances  

were originally double doors.  In this phase of  

restoration only the back door was replaced.  

• Plans are for the front entrance to eventually match the 

new doors at the back and that will be included in a 

future phase of  restoration. 



• The Underhill House gives visitors to the Barberville Pioneer Settlement a look at how the 

"upper-middle class" lived in the late 1800’s.  It is a sharp contrast to the other structures at the 

Settlement like the quarter’s house and the log cabin. However regardless of  their social status 

they still shared things in common like having to work hard and no electricity. These are things 

that children need to know about and adults need to be reminded of. 



Next the roof… Amazingly very few of  the rafters required replacing. Most likely due to a 

previous owners diligent application of  roof  coating.  



• The stabilization of  this 137 year old house has been absolutely amazing to watch and document. 

Many thanks to Gregg Pifer for sending us his best crew and for all of  the extras that they have 

provided along the way! Also thanks to the Volusia County ECHO Grant program without whose 

support this project would not be happening. And to the vision and leadership of  our architect 

Jerry Mills of  BHM Architecture. 

 



• In keeping with the visions of  a previous director,  Jessi Smith, she was quoted in 2005 in an 

interview with the Orlando Sentinel "When this place is cleaned up," she said. "It's going to be a 

jewel. It's going to be magnificent." 

 


